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“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20 
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Tabernacle, December 31, 
Sword of the Lord.”’) 


- The Bitle has much to say about 

a new start. It is implied in all 
the Bible. Every Christian ought 
to make a new start every day. 
Somebody says, “Brother Rice, do 
you believe in New Year’s reso- 
lutions?” Why yes, you ought to 
get a good running start on the 
first day of the year, but then 
you had better make a new start 
every day. There is a little poem 
that says: 


“Every day js a new begin- 
ning, 

Every day is a world made 
new. 

Ye who are weary of sorrow 

“ and sinning, 
Here is a beautiful hope for 
ban 
Yes, every day is a new begin- 
ning. — 

In the Lord’s prayer, the Lord 
said, “When you pray, say ‘Our 
Father Who art in Heaven’ and 
say ‘And forgive us our sins.’” 
(Luke 11:4.) Isn’t that a strange 
Why, you ought te have 
ae rttied “onee-fo Yr al ecor oe 
Vell ; 
sense in which it is we once 
forall, but every day a Christian 
is supposed to come and Say, 
“Lord, I want you to give me my 
daily bread. I want you to de- 
liver me from evil. But Lord, 
forgive. my. sins.” You see, every 
day, it is a new beginning. You |! 
need to make a new start. 

That is implied also in Matthew 


; 5:23, 24, ‘Therefore if thou bring 


thy gift to the altar, and there 
rememberest that thy brother 
hath aught against thee; leave 
there thy gift before the altar, 
and go thy way; first be recon- 
ciled to thy brother, and then 
‘come and offer thy gift.” Isn’t it 


“strange how many things come 


to mind when you go to pray! The 
Lord said, “Quit praying and go 
make restitution! Go make things 
right, and then come and pray.” 
So every day ought to be a day 
for a new start. — 

First John 1:9 says, “If we con- 
fess our sins, he is faithful and 


GOING BACK! 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 
(Message delivered at Watch Night Service, Chicago Gospel 
1944. Mechanically recorded for “The 


the Christian. ff 


— 


Seles 


Editor John R. Rice 


just to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleanse us frormeall unrighteous- 
ness.” A new cleansing every day 
—that is a part of God’s plan for 


Mew. Year's: 
8 | pegolutionis ?” T think so. I am 
not going to preach on that phase 
specially, but there are- plenty. of 
resolutions in the Bible. 

Daniel “purposed in his heart” 
that he would not defile himself, 
I was just thinking about this 
tonight—I' don’t know whether it 
is original with me; I don’t know 
whether anybody else ever thought 
of it or not—but my resolutions 
are the only real, true John Rice 
there is. You may look at me. 
You look at the way I live and 
the way I act and the -«failures 
I make, but you don’t know my 
heart at all. Only in my resolu- 
tions am I what I long to be. 
“Blessed are they that hunger and 
thirst after righteousness, for they 
shall be filled.” ‘Not until I see 
the Savior, not until I am all that 
I want to be, all that I am hun- 
gry to be, all that I resolve to be, 
will I be what I ought to be, 
when my resolutions catch up with 
me, or when I catch up with my 

(Continued on page four) 


With the Evangelists 


By Evangelist Robert J. Wells 


Dr. Hakes in ‘Nanuet, N. Y. 


We have just received the fol- 
lowing report concerning Dr. 
Joseph W. Hakes: “Dr. Joseph W. 
Hakes of Winona Lake, Indiana, 
has just completed a two weeks’ 
campaign of evangelism in the 
Nanuet , Baptist church, Nanuet, 
N. Y., Rev. Leon J. Davis, pastor. 
From the beginning the messages 
in song by Mrs. Hakes, and the 
spirit-filled ministry of Dr. Hakes 
captured the hearts of the peo- 
ple. Thirty decisions for Christ 
were made, and many Christians 
put their lives upon the altar in 
surrender. Pastor and people are 


_ rejoicing in the uplift provided by 


this period of special effort, and 
heartily and joyfully recommend 
the ministry of these consecrated 
servants of God to all the 
churches” .. . Rev. Leon J. Davis. 


: 


HYMAN APPELMAN 


Evangelist Hyman Appelman 
writes saying that in the two 
weeks’ . revival conducted in the 
Hamlin Memorial church, Spring- 


field, Missouri, there were over|. 


sixty actual additions by baptism 
and by transfer of membership. 
Dr, Haskell T. Abbott has been 
pastor of this church for fifteen 
years. The power of the Lord was 
greatly manifested, Christians 


were stirred, backsliders reclaimed | 


and the Lord richly blessed. 
EVANGELIST F. A. WIRTH 
We were pleased to hear from 

Evangelist F. A. Wirth of Peters- 


burg, Illinois, the other day, tel-| 


ling of two fine meetings conduct- 
ed by him: the first, at Beards- 
town, Illinois in the First Baptist 
church, where fourteen people ac- 
cepted Christ as their own Savi- 


measure”’—II Corinthians 12:6, 7. 


PAUL COULD BOAST OF HIs 
HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS 


First, we are going to consider 
things in the realm of human re- 
lationships of which he _ could 
boast, 


He had a wonderful ancestry. 
He said, “I am a Hebrew. I. am 
an Israelite. I belong to Abra- 
ham’s race.”’. He had good blood 
in him.. People make much ado 
about good blood. They tell who 
their great grandfather was and 
who their great-grandmother was. 
But Paul could walk across the 
centuries and say, “I started with 
Abraham, that man who believed 
God and who commanded his chil- 
dren after him, that man to whom 
God made a promise that his seed 
should be like the sands of the 
seashore and like the stars of 
theaven?’ Paul belonged to- the- 
greatest race in all the world, the 
race that still lives. Nobody can 
get rid of the Jews. Hitler can’t 
kill them as fast as God can save 
them. Every effort has been made 
to exterminate them, but they 
live still! Like it or not like it, 
they are the indestructivle race. 
Paul said, “I am a Jew.” 


He could also glory in his citi- 
zenship. He said, “I am a Roman. 
I am. freeborn.” How men of 
great nations strut their citizen- 
ship! What it does mean to be 
a citizen of the United States, to 
live under its flag, to have the lib- 
ities that are ours and the “priv- 
ileges that we enjoy! The Ger- 
mans talk about their German 
background and their German cul- 
ture. The British glory in their 
empire on which the sun never 
sets. Pagan Japanese talk about 


Rev. B. H. Shadduck, Ph. D., 
distinguished Methodist preacher, 
author, lecturer, of Ashtabula, 
Ohio. His second article on birth 
control, STOPPING THE STORK 


(Continued on page eight) 


- . » Lest any man should think of me above that which he 
seeth me to be, or that he heareth of me. 

“And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abun- 
dance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, 
the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above 


As far as I know, no person in human history ever had as much 
about which he could legitimately boast as Paul. 


their great country and_ their 
emperor who to them is a “son 
of heaven.” The Chinese know 
the names of their ancestors who 
lived centuries ago. 

Paul said, “I am a Roman citi- 
zen, a citizen of the greatest gov- 
ernment in the world, the govern- 
ment.of iron, the government of 
law.” 

Paul could glory in his adapta- 
bility. No man was ever as adapt- 
able as Paul. Study the story of 
his life. He was at home with 
Jews and at home with Greeks. 
He walked through § scholastic 
halls, breathed a scholastic atmos- 
phere, and yet never lost the com- 
mon touch. He could stand.in the 
midst of Mars’ Hill amid Athenian 
culture but could also go. to an 
island, pick up sticks for a fire, 
Land mingle with the poor heathen 
there. He could sail the seas and 
be at home with the men who 
commanded the ship. What a 
marvelous man! He was at home 
anywhere. He said he knew how 
to be all things to all men that 
by all means he might save some 
of them. 

Paul could glory in his scholar- 
ship. Somebody said, “What uni- 
versity did you attend?” He said, 
“I went to Gamaliel.” He sat at 
the feet of a great scholar. He 
says in substance in the eleventh 


WHY PAUL NEEDED A THORN 


By Rev. Bob Jones, Sr., D.D., LL.D. 
Founder and President Bob Jones College 
Cleveland, Tennessee 


chapter of II Corinthians, “I am 


Dr. Bob Jones, Sr, 
not a very good speaker, but I 
know about as much as any of the 


rest of you.” He did know things. 
He knew philosophy, history, and 
literature. He never lost hiss in- 
terest in scholarship. When he 
got to be an old man.and the 
winter winds were coming, he said 
to his son in the Gospel, “Bring 
my coat, and..don’t..forget my 
books.” I think he must have 
thought. as he wrote ‘that, “I shall 
get a little cold physically, but I 
don’t want to freeze intellectual- 
ly.” He was a scholar. 

Paul had something else in 
which he could glory, and in this 
I think he surpasses everybody I 
ever knew. He could glory in his 
integrity. Who else in all history 
could look down the highway of 
his past life and say, “I have al- 
ways lived up to the high stand- 
ards of my conscience. Nobody 
can question my integrity.” Paul 
said, “I stood by when Stephen 

(Continued on page three) 


"Souls Are D 


By the hundreds and thousands 
men are dying on every hand. 
From all parts of the nation and 
from every battlefield on earth 
reports are coming in telling of 
thousands upon thousands of pre- 
cious souls dying, many of them 
unprepared to meet God. 

Are you burdened about these 
souls? Do you care? Do you care 
enough to do something about it, 
to pray, to plan, to study, to sac- 
rifice? Do you care enough to 
make up your mind to be a real 
seul winner, to go after the lost 
with a holy determination by 
God’s grace to-win them and to 
“snatch them in pity from sin 
and the grave?” If you do, you 
will be interested in the Soul Win- 
ners club. You will want to join 
it and have a part in its wonder- 
ful ministry. 

OUR GOAL: 1,000 SOUL WIN- 
NERS — 10,000 SOULS FOR 
CHRIST IN 1945 
The burden of this new work 


|has weighed heavily upon our 


hearts. We have been -praying 
much for the guidance of the Lord 
as the work is developed. We have 
been asking the Lord to help us 
set our ‘sights’ and to clearly in- 
dicate what our goal for 1945 


is found on page two. 


should be. 


ying, 
Brother, Do You Care?" 


By Evangelist Robert J. Wells 


This morning our prayers were 
answered and we felt that God 
had spoken clearly as we awaken- 
ed with a distinct impression that 
we should seek, plan and pray, 
and trust God for 1,000 soul win- 
ners and 10,000 souls for Christ 
in 1945. 

Surely this is riot too much to 
ask of God. With souls perishing 
on every hand, with the heaft- 
cries of dying men ringing in our 
ears with a challenge such as we 
have never’ known before, and 
with opportunities greater than 
ever, surely, we can expect God 
to work wonderfully and to give 
us the desires of our hearts ti; we 
labor together for the lost. 

Six Advantages of Being a 
Member 

There are six distinct aidvan- 
tages in belonging to the Soul 
Winners Club: 

1. You will be uniting your ef- 
forts with those of hundreds of 
other soul winners from every sec- 
tion of the country in a great 
united soul-winning effort. 

2. You will receive the benefit 
of specialized help with your soul 
winning problems. 

3. You will receive regular re- 
ports .of what other soul winners 

(Continued on page three) 
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‘ young people believe that the 


SECOND ARTICLE ON BIRTH CONTROL 


DOES GOD NEED A NEW WAY 
OUT OF DIFFICULTY? 

I have received letters from 
‘young men urging that if they did 
their best for God, contraceptives 
were necessary. 

The ancient pagans also be- 
lieved that theif gods demanded 
the sacrifice of child life. In the 
twentieth century some confused 


absence of children in the home 
will glorify God, if the sacrifice 
is made soon enough. I will out- 
line briefly, cases that are reck- 
oned to justify birth frustration. 

(a) A young couple engaged as. 
a musical team, in... evangelistic 
work. Child birth svould. break 
up the team. 

(b) A young husband is attend- 
ing a Bible school or seminary, 
while the young couple live in a 
furnished room, hard pressed for 
funds. 

(c) A young pastor or mission- 
ary, beginning service in a hard 
field. He has more work than 
two people can do and gets less 
money than three people need. 

The problems are based on the 
false assumption that after God 
has taken care of His people for 
thousands of years, conditions are 
now so changed that He needs 
additional gates to keep handicaps 
out of preacher’s homes. 

Now I have no idea that Baal 
or Moloch could do anything for 
such couples without a drug store, 
but I think of the God of the Bible 
as more resourceful. God has had 
many difficult situations to deal 
with. Heb. 11:38 says of some of 
the people of God, “They wan-' 
dered in deserts, and in moun-. 
tains, .and.in dens and caves of 
the earth.” They were not all 
single folk, for they all “obtained 
a good report.” 

When Mary and Joseph camped 
in a stable at Bethlehem, a baby 
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was a distressing inconvenience 
from the viewpoint of modern so- 
ciety. They were as unready for 
such an event as the couples re- 
ferred to above, but the angels 
were very happy about it. If the 
shepherds had taken their wives 
to see the new baby, and if those 
wives had notions like many ex- 
cellent women I have known; on 
the way home can’t you imagine 
someone saying, “People have no 
right to bring children into the 
world if they can’t provide for 
them?” I have heard that, oh, 
so many times. Of course, the 
stable visitors did not know that 
God had a donation party coming 
from the east. 

In the case of (a), I cannot be- 
lieve that God ever calls anyone 
to help Him carry a load, that He 


does not carry the heavy end. He 


who numbers the hairs of the 
heads of His children, can be 
trusted to number the children in 
the family. If Jesus said of spar- 
rows, “One of them shall not fall 
on the ground without your 


Father,” can a daby, that is cred- | 


ited in the Bible as a gift from 
God, get past the will of God into 
a Christian home and wreck 
God’s plan? If that is too much 
to expect of God, at least He has 
not forbidden continuence. 

In the case of (b), thousands 
of students have gone to school 
while the wife lived with relatives 
or earned money to help pay 
school expenses. I speak from ex- 
perience. 

In the case of (c), the God who 
fed Elijah, could send a neighbor 


{with ample supplies for the fam- 


ily and the baby. I have seen it 
happen many times. - 

If, in any case mentioned, a 
baby “were born, and a worthy 
family offered to adopt it, and 
urged that it was a hindrance and 
ought to be given up for the sake 
of their more important work, the 
parents would resent such non- 
sense. 


Some people get amazing ideas 
‘about how they can best serve 


God; I knew, a man who insisted 


or | that he was talled to do city mis- 


sion work. He needed a wife that 
was musical, 50 he deserted the 


, must not be allowed to interfere 


with God’s plans. Of course, if an 
angel with a drawn sword had for- 
bidden his behavior, as in the 
case of Balaam, he might have 
postponed his bad behavior as 
Balaam did. Incidentally, it may 
be well to remark that the angel 
stopped Balaam once, and _ the 
next time he needed killing, there 
was no donkey to advise him, and 
he discovered his mistake after he 
was dead. Alas, how easy it is to 
believe God wants us to do what 
we hope He wants us to do. I 
knew one brilliant young preacher 
who excused the use of contracep- 
tives on the plea that Jesus said, 
“My ‘sheep hear my voice.” He 
argued that since he was a sheep 
and he had not been forbidden by 
the shepherd, other sheep ought 
not to substitute for the shepherd. 
THE URGES IN HUMAN LIFE 

‘There are many urges in life; 
let us discuss three of them—hun- 
ger, thirst, sex. Without, food and 
drink the individual will die; with- 
out matings the nation will die, 
though individuals may live to old 
age. In the wisdom of God, He has 
given His blessing to some individ- 
uals who have remained single, 
and to married folk, who, through 
no fault of their own, have been 
childless, 

When God made His image- 
man, He had the inheritance of a 
great family in mind. See Deut. 
32:9. When sex was planted in 
Adam and Eve, it was God’s in- 
vestment for the future. When 
some misuse of sex (Gen< 6) 
threatened to defeat the plan, cor- 
rupt the race, and make a bank- 
rupt of God, He washed “the face 
of the earth,” and began again 
with the untainted family of Noah. 
Since then, families and nations 
have found new ways of handing 
in their resignations. 

There are seven forms of sex 
depravity condemned in the Bible 
—gub-classification would add to 
the number. Gentle spirits would 
not be so shocked at the severities 
of the Old Testament, if they 
knew how God has been shocked 
with loathsome behavior connect- 


‘ed with idol worship. There is no 


language that aptly describes some 
forms of depravity without use of 
figures of speech. God uses such a 
figure of speech in Levi. 18:25, 
“The land itself vomiteth out her 
inhabitants.” 

The casual reader of the Old 
Testament may read in the 6th 
chapter of Judges, that Gideon 
threw down an altar of Baal be- 


‘longing to his father, and cut 


down the GROVE near by. That 
might appear to be needless spite 
work to destroy a beautiful park 
in a land where trees were so 
scarce. Forty times this word ap- 
pears in the Authorized Version 
of the Old Testament as a transla- 


‘tion that hides an abomination 


with a word that suggests beauti- 
ful trees, cherished for perhaps a 
century. 

When.Adam and Eve sinned, 
God made clothing for them. Sa- 
tan did not like garments that 
contributed to modesty, and he 
has been trying to get them off 
ever since—as you may have ob- 
served. Pagan worship of ancient 
gods left nothing for the devil to 
desire. . | 

TOO MANY AND TOO FEW 

Since the dawn of history it is 
obvious that there have been too 
many bad people and too few who 
were relativly good. To. save the 
race from insufferable depravity, 
God has many times greatly in- 
creased the death rate, and there 
is record that for a brief period, 
He reduced the birth rate of “the 
house of Abimelech.” Whatever 
may be the reader’s ideas as to 
race equality, . ‘the future of the 


ten in 1944, I have no neighbors 
wisp Ghibdk the Saki ancuae as 
well off if there were twice as 


% 


many Japanese and half as many |. 


one he had and advised her to get | Americans. 


a divorce. She did, and he found 
another who could sing and play 
the organ. He reasoned that when 
God calls a man, legalism, based 
on ancient notions of propriety, 


_ If by some stretch of imagina- 


tion one could believe that mod- | 


ern devices for the birth 
rate are gifts from Santa 


Claus (figuratively speaking) 


hung them on the wrong Christ- 


mas trees. 
THREE PUZZLING QUESTIONS 
Is a baby a fortunate or un- 


those days were gloomy because 
something was wrong with their 
liver, read the report of J. Edgar 
Hoover that “crimes against de- 


fortunate accident in a world of|cency” among girls of school age 


chance ? 

Are some babies the gifts of 
God as Jacob and Joseph testified? 

Has God delegated all right of 
choice to potential parents, con- 
tent to do the best He can with 
whatever is given to Him to work 
with? 

Like birds on a bush, some peo- 
ple flit from one twig to the other, 
depending on whether they are 
thinking of the children they have 
or the children they don’t want. 

God gives to his people a wide 
range of liberty. If they marry, 
when they marry, whom they 
marry are left to the individual 
with the admonition, “only in the 
Lord.” Unless the choice will 
damage himself or others man is 
free to live in a tent or a tene- 
ment, dig coal or raise flowers, 
go up stone steps or a wooden 
stairway to a place of worship. 
In matters that would wreck the 
home or jepordize the future of 
the family, God has made basic 
laws that nations have disre- 
garded and have left us nothing 
but relics in the dust heaps of the 
world. 

Unless there is a trinity of 
father, mother, God, maternity 
may be only a gamble, as one who 
patronizes a lottery reaches for a 
ticket in a bow] and takes what 
he gets. 

Are children to be borne at the 
risk of the mother’s health? 

That must depend on how great 
the risk and what is the value of 
the child. All life’s activities are 
attended with risks. Every birth 
puts a mother in jeopardy, but 
there are more women killed and 
damaged in automobiles than in 
maternity hospitals. I take it that 
sometimes the risk is too great 
in either case. 

For thousands of years the 
people of God have-faced” these 
problems, and in some measure 
death has attended every activity 
of life. Now, medical skill and a 
knowledge of antiseptics have 
made maternity much safer. We 
may well thank God for the 
knowledge of disease germs and 
how to kill them, but whom shall 
we thank for inventions that mul- 
tiply delinquency by making it 
safer to sin? 

If we thank God for such in- 
ventions, the devil will certainly 
add a fervent “Amen!” That 
would be disconcerting, if we 
heard it. | 

Some , have testified that they 
have been led of God to limit 
their families to two or three. I 
have no reason to question the 
sincerity of such testimony, but if 
true, I marvel that He never men- 
tioned it till 1800 years after the 
last book of the Bible was written,; 
Then iit ee | 
wants © Christian “* famiifes “small 
and sends missionaries to. : ‘teach 
pagans how to raise largeésf#milies 
by improving sanitary \qpnditi 

Twenty-six hundred’ ‘years ago, 
Sarah, Rebecca, and ‘Rachel had 
not too many childrefi ‘but too 
few. They lived in tents with Jess 
equipment than a family in a! 


tae that ° God 


have increased fifty-six per cent 
in a few months. He might have 
said that they have multiplied by 
ten since the abandoned church 

was filled with worshippers. Per- 
haps it would have been well if 


preachers instead of the assur- 
ances of the scrap book. 

It seems that in Bible times 
there was scarely a generation 
that did not have one or more 
disagreeable preachers who saw 
trouble in the direction the nation 
was going. Isaiah says, “that the 
popular demand was, “Speak unto 
us smooth things, and when the 
prophets persisted in being disa- 
greeable, they killed them. The 
Lord Jesus reminded his critics 
that their fathers had killed the 
prophets, and then they killed 
Him, No prophet was killed be- 
eause he was a popular preacher. 
The rubble heaps of the world 
are monuments of forgotten na- 
tions that probably had soothsay- 
ers who told them what they 
wanted to hear. 

One thing I like about Belschaz- 
zar; after hearing the most caus- 
tic indictment that (in my judg- 
ment) was ever leveled at a king 
by a prophet, he promoted the 
prophet. .I would contribute to a 
tombstone for him if that amazing 
fact was to be chiseled on it. 


OPTIMISTIC PROPHECY 

“For the earth shall be-full of 
the knowledge of-the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea.’—Is. 11:8. 
Just now it is as full of theories 
tof God as the clouds that drift 
over the sea. It will be a glorious 
age for someone’s investment in 
children, when the prayer, “Thy 
kingdom come,” is answered. Let 
us hope that in that glad era, you 
may look on from wherever you 
are as a happy stockholder. If 
/you may not have children of 
your very own, invest in the neg- 
lected children of the “world. 

In the life to come are we to 
lose all interest in our children, 
spiritual and literal?. Some who 
read Heb. 12:1 believe that from 
the galleries of Glory some who 
have departed to be with the 
Lord will look down on us as 
eagerly as the alumni of a great 
school watch the students of the 
school in an athletic contest. 
When Herod killed the children 
of Bethlehem, the mourners in- 
cluded Rachel.—Matt. 2:16-18. 
Others see in these statements 
only poetical figures of speech. 


ures of speech and parables are 
the wrappings of great truths. I 
can easily believe that the glory 
world is equipped as well as we 
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there was born in a log cabin in 
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Now I know that the best/calculations. Sickness was . un« 
known method of answering such | usual and doctors were far away. 
warnings is to get an old scrap|In some of the cabins there was 


book and read that in every gen- 
eration there have been prophets 


a home-made doll, and usually 
there was a live baby for the 


of gloom who deplored the ebbing | older children to care -for, For 


tides of their day. I do not need 
a scrap book; I heard such proph- 
ets in-my youth. bs think 
they guessed wrong, then drive 


houses and “night spots” to where | 


entertainment, there were: tales of 
Indians, bears, panthers, =" 
and wildcats. According to 

ern standards this girl was f 


:|out in the country, past the road|or ill advised, for, after a child- 
married 


arms. The first dinner in 
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money left. If you still think | only thing hot was a corn pone, 
that the Puritan 
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Why Paul Needed 
a Thorn 


(Continued from page one) 

was stoned. I pursued the saints 
and put them to trial and death, 
but-I thought I was doing right. 
I never asked any question about 
anything except the question, 
“What is right?” When I was 
convinced a thing was, right, that 
was all I wanted to know. I have 
lived that way all my life.” Blessed 
is the man who has standards, 
and blessed is the man who lives 
up to those standards. Blessed is 
the man whose conscience is in 
harmony with high standards. Paul 
could glory in his own integrity. 
So, just in the realm of human 
relationship, nobody could excell 
Paul. Who else has so much about 
which to boast? He didn’t say 
much about money. ‘As a rule, 
the more intellectual men are, the 
less they care about money. He 
could have had money. No man 
with his driving power and his un- 
querable personality has to be 
poor, He could have had wealth. 


PAUL COULD BOAST OF HIS 
CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE 
But now we move into another 

realm—the realm of Christian ©x- 

perience. I am talking-of the com- 
mon Christian experience of all of 
us who are saved, He was born 
again. He met the Son of God. We 
have met Him, too; and millions of 
others have met Him. We have 
come in touch with the infinite 

God and about us He has put His 

everlasting arms, But no one else 

ever had-Paul’s experience, God 
leaned over the battlements of 


and said, “I have go to have you!” 
He said to us, “If you will come, 
I will take you. I should like to 
have you. I loved you enough to 
die for you.” But He said to Paul, 
“Stop! I am looking for somebody 
like you!” Paul’s conversion was 
unlike’ the conversion of any other 
man in human history. He him- 
self declared that his conversion 
was an abortion. He was born 
ahead of time. He declared that 
his conversion was a type of the 
conversion of the Jewish race. So, 
in the realm of Christian experi- 
ence he had something about to 


I heard the Gospel call when 

was a boy. When I learned there 
was a way out of my sin, a way 
out of my darkness, and a way 
into the light, it was music to my 
ears. But think of a man’s being 
stopped on a glistening highway! 
Think of his hearing a voice out 
of Heaven saying, “You are perse- 
(Continued on page 6) 
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‘GOING BACK! 


(Continued from page one) 


resolutions. So resolutions are 
the only true John Rice there is, 
or the only true anybody else. 
So make your resolutions, that is 
the right thing to do. 


Tonight in talking of a new 
start we will take up four Bible 
characters with a slightly differ- 
ent emphasis on each one. I'll 
talk about Jacob, or “Back to 
Bethel,” God’s Presence; Jonah, 
or “Back to God’s Will’; Peter, 
or “Back to God’s Work,” and 
the prodigal, or “Back to the 
Father.” I. want you to think 
about these with me. | 


Jacob: Back to the Bethel of 
God’s Presence 

In Genesis, chapter 28, we have 
the story of Jacob. 
Jacob started out by running 
away from home. One night he 
stopped at a little place called 
Luz, later called Bethel, “the 
house of God.” There Jacob lay 
his head upon a stone and that 
night the angels of God came to 
visit that boy away from home. 
He: saw a ladder, a - stairway, 
reaching to Heaven, and the an- 
gels of God ascending and des- 
cending on it. When he awoke 
he said, “God is in this place. I 
didn’t know it. I will give God 
_a tithe of all. my income, and if 
God will be with me, and give me 
bread and raiment, and bring me 
back again to my father’s house, 
then the Lord shall be my God, 
and I will give Him a tenth of 
all He gives me. He will surely 
be my God.” So Jacob went on; 
and God game him a family, and 
He gave him some long bitter 
years. He gave him some prop- 
erty, and then God allowed a di- 
vision, some way, between Jacob 
and Laban. Jacob went_ back. 


But as they went, a sad thing 


happened to Jacob. Jacob had a 
good deal of trouble. One of his 
boys, Reuben, committed a ter- 
rible sin. It broke Jacob’s heart 
and put a curse upon his older 
son, so the birthright went to Jo- 
seph, and not to his oldest son. 
And. then ‘there’ was more. He 


had‘ only one daughter, you re- 


member, Dinah. And Dinah was 
led into sin and ruined. Then her 
brothers went out and played a 
trick and massacred a whole city 
to get even with the young prince, 
Schechem, who had ruined their 
sister. So altogether, Jacob was 
having a lot of heartache and 
trouble. Here he was now, get- 
ting to be an old man. His girl 
had gone wrong, two of his boys 


- had turned out to be murderers, 


another turned out to be an adul- 
‘terer, and Jacob’s heart was. cold 
and sad. And’ then, in Genesis 
35, the word came, “And God 
said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to 
Bethel, and dwell there: and make 
there an altar unto God, that ap- 
peared unto thee when thou fled- 
dest from’ the face of Esau thy 
brother. Then Jacob said unto 
his household, and to all that 
were with him, Put away the 
strange gods that are among you, 
and be clean, and change your 
garments; and let us arise, and 
go up to Bethel; and I will make 
there an altar unto God, who an- 
swered me in the day of my dis- 


tress, and was with me in the 


way which I went. And they gave 
unto Jacob all the strange gods 
which were in their hand, and all 


ears; and Jacob hid them under 
the oak which was by Shechem. 
And they journeyed: and the ter- 
ror of God was upon the cities 
that were round about them, and 
they did not pursue after the 
sons of Jacob.” And then, at verse 
9: “And God appeared unto Jacob 
again, when he came out of 
Padan-aram, and blessed him. And 
God said unto him, Thy name is 
Jacob: thy name shall not. be 
called any more Jacob, but Israel 
shall be thy name: and he called 
his name Israel. And God said 
unto him, I am God Almighty: be 
fruitful and multiply; a nation 


You know} 


their earrings which were in their | his feet washed.” 


and a company of nations shall 
be of thee, and kings shall come 
out of thy loins; and the land 
which I gave Abraham and Isaac, 
to"thee I will give it, and to thy 
seed after thee will I give the 
land. And God went up from 
him in the place where he talked 
with him, And Jacob set up a 
pillar in the place where he talked 
with him, even a pillar of stone: 
and he poured a drink-offering 
thereon, and he poured oil there- 
on. And Jacob called. the name 
of the place where God spake 
with him, Bethel.” 


Now I want you to notice this 
backsliding of Jacob. I say back- 
sliding —that is hardly a good 
name for it.. You know, -the Scrip- 
ture ddesn’t indicate that he had 
done’ anything - very bad. He 
hadn’t rebelled against God.’ And 
when God said, “Jacob, you come 
back to your father’s land,” Jacob 
came. He faced death, he thought, 
at the hand of Esau, but he came. 
And now when God said to him 
this time, “Go back to Bethel,” 
Jacob came. His wives:had turned 
idolatrous, and.they had set up 
their idols. Jacob hadn’t. ‘Two 
of his boys were murderers; Ja- 
cob was not. His girl had played 
the harlot, but Jacob was. not to 
blame for that; it seems. Another 
of his boys had turned out to be 
an adulterer, but that didn’t seem 
to be Jacob’s fault. All this broke 
his heart. It was just his grow- 
ing cold and little by little losing 
the first love. And he was so 


-busy making a living—and run- 


ning that® big family! Boy, if I 
had four wives and twelve sons 
and as many servants and as many 


flocks and herds as Jacob had, I 


think I would: have a good deal 
of trouble, too, keeping religious 
and prayerful and taking time for 
my Bible. j 


So Jacob just lost the joy, he 
just lost the peace he had, and 
he needed to go back to Bethel, 
to go back to the place of wor- 
ship. He needed to go back and 


‘get a new vision,.as he. had had 


a vision before. He needed to go 
to the house of God and offer 
prayer and renew his vows. And 
remember that now his name was 
Israel; no longer Jacob. He was 
to -be Israel, .a- prince: who. pre-. 
vailed with God. And so he came 
back to Bethel. 


The Savior, the night before He 
was crucified, gathered the twelve 


around Him. They had partaken 


of the last supper. Jesus told 
them He was to be crucified; and 
then He took off His outer gar- 
ment and girt Himself with a 
towel, and took a basin of water 
and washed the disciples’ feet. 
Peter said, “You’ll never wash my 
feet, no, sir!” Jesus said, ‘Peter, 
if I don’t wash your feet, you 
don’t have any part in me at all.” 
And Peter said, ‘Well, Lord, then 
wash me all over; wash my head, 
I don’t care. But don’t leave me 
out.” 


“Well,” Jesus said, “You are all 
right; you are already clean. This 
whole crowd, everybody here, is 
clean except one (Judas Iscariot 
wasn’t clean). The rest- of you 
have been. converted, you have 
been washed of your sins, you 
have new hearts. But,” He- said, 
“Peter, you. walk in such a dirty 
world. A Christian neegs to have 
Then’ he said, 
“JT, your Lord and Master, have 
washed your feet, then you ought 
to wash one another’s feet.” The 
point is though you fave been 
converted, and you have been 
saved, though you really love the 


Lord, ie need your feet washed |. 
y 


every : 

‘ Now the trouble with Jacob was 
that he needed to have his feet 
washed. I don’t say he had gone 


back on God. There is not a hint 


that there was a -deliberate re- 
bellion on the part of Jacob. I 
cannot see that there was any 
outrageous, outbroken sin. I just 
think he was so busy, and so oc- 


cupied, and maybe he had for- 
gotten to pray, and lost all of his 


joy, and was discouraged and so} 


disconsolate that he thought, “Oh, 
my children are going to the dogs, 
and my wives are worshiping idols. 
God gave me great promises and 
I don’t see how I can do my 
part.” And God said, “Jacob, 
come on. Come on back to Bethel 
and make a new start.” And he 
did. 

Wouldn’t you like to come back 
to Bethel this New Year’s eve? 
Come on back to Bethel, back to 
the house of God im your own 
heart, and make a new start. 


The other day I was out at 
Lincoln, Nebraska, and a young 
woman in full-time Christian serv- 
ice, living a clean life, a lovely 
Christian woman, a graduate of 
Northwestern’ Bible’ School, said, 
“May I have just a few minutes 
of your time?” TI said, “Yes.” 

She sat down’ and she said, 
“Well, I don’t know whether you'll 
understand me or not. You know, 
I love the Lord, and I am trying 
to serve Him. I have my life 
on the altar for Christian service. 
I read my Bible every day, and 
I pray every day, and I am giv- 
ing my life, every day, in the 
Lord’s work. But,” she went on, 
“T am not’ as happy -as I once 
was; and God doesn’t seem as near 
as He did. I don’t have my 
prayers answered as I ought to, 
and I don’t win souls as I ought 
to. I don’t know what the mat- 
ter is; I’m not rebellious against 
God. I don’t. know anything in 
my life that grieves God; if I did 
I’d quit it. I don’t know whether 
you'll understand or not—I’m just 
not satisfied with my life.” 

I said, “You would be surprised 
how well I understand! I have 
been right there in the same place, 
how many times! Do you know 
what you need?” 

She said, “No, honestly I don’t 
know.” 

“You just need to.say, ‘I’m go- 
ing to take plenty, of time. I am 
going to.stay aside in the secret 
place with my Bible open. before 
God and I am going to find peace 
and assurance again.’ God is a 
little jealous of His own work. 
God doesn’t want you to be so 
concerned about His work, that 
you have no time for Him. God 
isn’t so concerned about your 


walking in a straight line—you. 
‘don't go to the movies, and you 


don’t smoke cigarettes, and all 
that—God isn’t half as concerned 
about what you don’t as what you 


‘do. Don’t misunderstand; I be-- 


lieve you ought to quit the movies 
and the cigarettes, but I. think 
God wants you to take time to 
love Him. And I would just say, 
‘All right, if a half hour isn’t 
enough, I'll take an hour. And if 
an hour isn’t enough, I'll take two 
hours in the secret closet. I am 
going back to Bethel. I am go- 
ing to return to the God that 
called me back yonder, and I am 
going to wait there until joy floods 
my soul again.’ Will you do that?” 

She said, with her eyes swim- 
ming with tears, “Yes, I will! I 
think. that’s the trouble.” And 
she went away to find the peace 
she. had before. 

I was once in Strawn, Texas, 
in a revival campaign; and a girl 
came to me and said, “Brother 
Rice, I don’t know what to do. 
I’m in. trouble.” , 3 

I said, ‘““What’s: the matter—are 
you saved?” : 

And she said, “I don’t know. 
I thought I was. I lived two years 
very happily; I thought I had 
trusted the Savior. I_had joined 
the church, I was baptized; I was 
very happy for two years. But 
now I have lost the joy.” 

I said, “Why don’t you pray?” 
“I don’t know; I tried and it 
doesn’t do any good.” 

I said, “Do you mean business 
about this thing?” She said, “I 


surely do, if I know my heart.” 


T-said, “Do you have a job you 
could lay down tomorrow, if it 
took a whole day to get this set- 
tled?” She said, “Yes, T can.” 
“All right,” I said, “Get your 
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Bible and go out on one of these 
hills (in Palo Pinto County, near 
Strawn, Texas), where there are 
a lot of stones, big rocks, boulders. 
Take your Bible along. Get un- 
der a live oak tree. Open your 
Bible and lay it on a rock and 
read it, and read it. After you 
have read your favorite Scrip- 
tures: the twenty-third Psalm, the 
fifteenth chapter of Luke, I Cor- 
inthians 13, the eighth chapter 
of Romans—anything you like— 
after you havé read several chap- 
ters, stop and lay your face down 
on your Bible and say, ‘O: God, I 
am hungry and I am cold. I 
am not satisfied. I have lost my 
first love and I don’t know why. 
But I am not going. back until 
I have the joy again. I am going 


to stay out here all day, if need | 


be. I am not going home today 
until I have the peace and joy 
again.’ I said, “Will you do that?” 
She said, “I will!” 

The next night I was leading 
‘the singing. The choir had al- 
ready assembled. We started the 
song service. She came in and 
around the side of the auditorium 
to. come to the choir. Her face 
was shining like an angel’s. She 
came by. after the service to tell 
me it was all right. She didn’t 
“need to, I could see it! She had 
already been back to Bethel! 


Don’t you see? I am talking 
about Jacob when he hadn’t got- 
ten drunk, when he hadn’t turned 
his back on God. He had not 
cursed and swore, as Peter did, 
as far as I know. He had not 
/committed adultery and murder 
as David did, as far as I know. 
His case was not the case of other 
prodjgals, so much. His was the 


everyday case of people who lose. 


their first love, drift along, and 
get their feet dirty in a dirty 
world. And hé eame back to 
Bethel. : 


Don’t you need tonight to make 
a new start and say, “Lord; I am 
going right back where You 
blessed me before, and stay there 
until You breathe’ upon’ me, stay 
there until You speak to my heart, 
stay there until I can say, ‘This 
is the house of God to me again. 
I will put up a pillar here. This 
will be another stone of memory 
in my life. It is the beginning¢ 
of the new year. I am going back 
to Bethel. I will have again the 


joy: of the Lord, the freshness and 


sweetness of the experience I once 
had.’” Don’t you want that, you 
who are saved? Jacob went back 
to Bethel. 


Jonah: Back to the Will of God 


Here jis another case. Jonah 
went back to the will of God, 
back to duty. He went back to 
surrender. You know the story 
of Jonah. In the book of Jonah 
the Lord said, “Arise, go to Nine- 
veh, that great city, and cry 
against it; for their wickedness 
is come before me.” Jonah said, 
“Nothing doing; Lord. Not me! I 
don’t mind’ preaching in Jerusa- 
lem. «I don’t mind preaching 
around here among these Jews, 


but preach to that bunch of fish- : 


worshiping idolaters in Nineveh—| “°v°" ave any real peace and 


that city full of sinners and idola- 
ters! Do you think I am going 
over there and preach? No sir. 
Nof me, Lord!” 

. So he went down to Joppa and 
got a ticket, and got in a ship. 
He said, “A long sea voyage will 
cure this business. I will get 
away from the Lord. I am not 
going to preach to Nineveh.” But 
he just thought so. You’ remem- 
ber the story of the storm God 
sent, and the sailors must pitch 
Jonah overboard. God prepared a 
great.-fish, and when they had 
pitched Jonah overboard: the fish 
got him. He was in the belly of 
the fish three days and nights, 
down at the bottom of the ocean. 
By the time that fish was through 
with him, he sure prayed like a 
good boy! When the fish had 
enough of him and God had con- 
quered Jonah’s rebellion, the fish 
vomited him out on dry land. 
Then the Scripture says—and here 
is a funny thing. Thank God for 
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God.” 


the Lord Who called you one time 
will call you a second time and 
give you another chance. — The 
Scripture says, “And the word of 
the Lord came unto Jonah the 
second time, saying, Arise, go unto 
Nineveh, that great city, and 
preach unto it the preaching that 
I bid thee.” And Jonah said, “All 
right, Lord, I will preach any- 
where if you will let me get by 
and bless me again.” So he came 
back to duty and back to sur- 
render! | 


You see, his case was not just. 


a casé of drifting. His was out- 
right rebellion against God. The 
Lord said, “You go to Nineveh.” 
He said, “I am not going to do it.” 
And so he found out whether he 
was going to do it or not. 


I wonder if there is somebody 
here to whom God said, “Do 
this,’ and you said, “I am not 
going to do it!” Is that the case? 
- I was in an eastern city some 
time ago. I said to a dear girl, 
a fine girl who had worked in my 
office part time while she was a 
student in Wheaton College, 
“Aren’t you coming back to 
Wheaton?” No,” she said very 


sadly, “I am not coming.” “Why 
not?” “Well,” she said, “I 
wouldn’t do any good.” “Why 


wouldn’t you do any good?” Fin- 
ally she said, “I am going to get 
married.” I said, “WelJ, what is 
wrong with that? You are look- 
ing down your nose a lot for a 
girl who is going to get married.” 
She said, ‘““Well, I don’t mean right 
now.” ‘Then I said, “What is the 
matter?” She said, “Well, you 
know my sweetheart is ‘in the 
army, and he is not a Christian. 
The Lord keeps telling me I ought 
to give him up, that I ought to 
marry a Christian man if I am 
going to marry. But I can’t give 
him’ up. I tried. I went to 
Wheaton College one year. I 
thought maybe God would help 


to straighten up the whole busi- | 


ness. But there is no. use .of my 
trying to go to a Christian col- 


lege to get training for Christian - 
work if I am not going to sur-— 


render to the will of God. And 
if. 1 gave up this boy “it would 
bréak my heart.” 

I said, “You had better get it 
broken now so it can get mended, 


‘instead of having a broken heart 
all of your life as a rebel against 


Her whale hasn’t come 
along yet, but he will! So she 
is not back in Wheaton College. 
She said to God, as Jonah did, 
“No, I am not going to Nineveh. 


+2 am not going to do what You 


tell me to do.” 


I wonder what Jonah is here 
tonight? God Called you and you 
ran away from your duty. - You 
refused to do the will of God, your 
heart grew bitter, you said, “It 
isn’t worth it.” You said, “I will 
not give up that much.” You 
said, “It costs too much to serve 
God, and I am not going to do 
God’s will.” Is that your case? 
I wonder whether you are a Jonah 
who ran away from Nineveh? . If 
so,. 1 can tell you now you will 


joy until you lay down your re- 
bellion and make a new start. 


_I remember as a boy hearing 
some old Civil War veterans say 
to sinners in their revival preach- 
ing, “Lay down your arms of fe- 
bellion!” They were thinking about 
Lee and the Appomattox Court- 
house, and they were saying that 
a sinner ought to lay down the 
arms of, rebellion against God. 
Quit your rebellion and take the 
Oath of allegiance and surrender 
to the will of God! Give up your 
sword! 


to do any good this next year, 
1945, if you are going to be hap- 
py, if you are going to be pros- 
perous, you are going to have to 
quit fighting God and say, “All 
right, Lord, where you lead me I 
will follow.” Can you sing: 
“Where He leads me I will 
follow, 
Where He leads me I will 
follow, 


(Cogtinued on page five) 


Stop your fight against. 
the will of God! If you are going 
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GOING 


(Continued from page four) 
Where He leads me I will 
follow, 
Yl go with Him, with Him all 
the way.” 


You see, in the case of Jonah 
it was back to surrender. It was 


back to God’s will. It was back 
to Nineveh. With somebody it 
may mean back to Africa. With 
somebody it may mean back to 
the ministry. You may say, “I 
laid it down. I wanted to make 
money. . I..wasn’t willing to be 
poor. I wasn’t willing to have 
the reproach of a Christian.” Well, 
whatever it is, wherever God said 


go; will you say, “I will quit my 


rebellion, I will go back to the 
surrendered heart, the surrendered 
life; back to God’s blueprint, back 
to the place where God called 
me.” Will you say. that tonight? 
That is what Jonah did. 


Peter: Back to God’s Work 


I. want you to notice another 
case. That was Peter. God called 
Him back to the place of fellow- 
ship and back to the ministry. 
One of the saddest backslidings 
the world ever saw was that of 


Peter. He was the chiefest of the 


apostles. I don’t know how you 
feel. I suppose you do not feel 
as I feel. Maybe nobody except 
preachers feels this way. One of 
the saddest -things in the world 
is to see a preacher go wrong. 
There is so much depending on a 
preacher. Everybody- is quick to 
criticize a preacher. Somebody 
told me a dirty story about a 
preacher some time ago. I said, 
“IT don’t believe it. I don’t want 
to believe it! I am not going to 
believe it until it is proven, and 
I am not going to look for the 
proof.” The Bible says about this 
matter of the sins of preachers: 
“Against an elder receive not an 
accusation, but before two or 
three witnesses.” If I were you 
and I didn’t have two or three 
eyewitnesses I would say, “I won't | 
believe anything against your pas-| 


tor or an evangelist, or any other 


minister of the gospel.” Unless 
you have “two or three eyewit- |. 
nesses whom you can trust and 
who say they saw him get drunk 
or they ‘saw him run off with 
another man’s wife or they heard 
him curse, or something else, I 
wouldn’t believe it at all. It is 
a poor, sorry business to always 
be looking for something wrong 
in the man. of God. You had 
better be careful about it. 

But here is Peter, the very chief 
of the apostles. He cursed and 
swore. He denied the Savior. He 
got in bad company, quit the min- 
istry, and went fishing. That is 
a bad business. His case,: you see, 
is not like Jacob’s. Jacob just 
sort of got cold, lost his joy, fell 
into discouragement, and was 
overwhelmed with the situation; 
his idolatrous wives, his wild boys, 
his poor, wayward. daughter, and 
the circumstances. And so he lost 
his first love and joy. He simply 
needed a renewing, a reviving. 


‘That was not the case with Peter. 


Neither was Peter’s case like 


that of Jonah. Jonah was just 


outrageous. He said, ‘No sir, Lord, 


I am not going to do it!” Peter 
didn’t say that. Peter didn’t 
mean to say that. He wouldn't 


say it. Why, just that very night 
he had said, “Lord, You just say 
the word and I will die with You. 
Though I should die with thee, 
yet will I not deny thee!” A lot 
of people think Peter didn’t mean 
it, but I know he did. Sure, he 
meant it! Peter never would have 
said to Jesus, “I am not going to 
do it!’ There was not any inten- 
tional, deliberate rebellion there. 
But he fell into sin. ‘That wicked 
old Enemy of our souls came along 
and tricked him. He was as brave 
as a lion. You know, the devil's 


way is always to jump on you at 


your strong point, because that is 
where you are not looking. The 
meekest man who ever lived in 
the world was Moses. And yet 
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do you know how he missed the 
Land of Canaan? By flying into 
a rage and beating on the rock 
when the Lord said to speak to it. 
The meek man lost his temper. 
If there ever was a brave man, 
it was old Simon Peter. 


Samson was the strongest man 
the world ever saw, but a poor, 
little sorry kind of girl—a poor 
little fallen woman—just ~ twisted 
him around her finger. Isn’t that 
strange ? - 

David was a man after God's 
own heart, and he turned out to 
be an adulterer: here you think 
you are strong—that is where the 
old Devil is likely te cause you to 
fall. 

So Peter—the brave, the bold to 
speak- out—said, “I don’t care if 
I die with You, Lord, I will never 
deny You.” And right there on 
his strong point Satan got him 
and turned him into a coward. 

Then he said, “Well, there is 
no use of my trying to preach 
any more. Who would listen to 
me? I cursed and swore and de- 
nied the Savior. I said I didn’t 
even know Him. There is no use 
of me trying to preach.” I sup- 
pose Peter said, “I don’t know 
whether I am even saved or not. 
If I had been saved I suppose I 
would never have acted like this. 
You fellows can do as you please, 
but I know when I am licked. 
I am going back to fishing for a 
living. I have my wife and chil- 
dren, and my mother-in-law lives 
at our house. I have got to make 
a living for them, so I am going 
out here and fish.’ 

So he went back to fishing. He 
fished all night, the twenty-first 
chapter of John tells us, and 
didn’t catch a thing. I can imag- 
ine he. said, 
good living fishing. out here, and 
now there is not a fish in this 
whole lake! What am I going 
to do? I am ruinedas a preacher, 
and now I can’t catch fish for a 
living?” 

‘They worked all. night and day- 


light came. And there came One’ 


and. stood on the shore. of the 
rlake, the-Sea of Galilee, and. said, 
“Children” wasn’t His voice sweet? 
They couldn’t think it would be 
Jesus. He. said, 
any meat? Have you caught any- 
thing?” 7 
Peter said, “‘No, we haven't 
caught a thing. We have seined 
up and down this shore all. night 
and haven’t eaught a thing.” 
“Well,” He said, “put your net 
out on the other side of the boat 
and you will get some fish.” 
“Well, we have already tried all 
sides of the boat, we might just 
as well try that one.” And they 


let their net down again and sud- 


denly it was full, a hundred and 
fifty-three big fish. 


John, the more _ spiritually- 
minded of all the disciples, said, 
“That is the Lord! Why, Peter, 
that is Jesus! Don’t you remem- 
ber one day before we were 
preachers we hadn’t caught any- 
thing and you had been washing 
your nets and He said, ‘Launch 
out into the deep.’ He sat in 
the boat and preached from the 
boat and then said, ‘I will pay 
you for the pulpit I have used.’ 
And you let down the net, you 
remember, and filled the boat. 
You had to shout and James and 
I brought our boat out there and 
filled both boats with fish. Do 
you remember that, Peter?” 

“Yes, I remember.” 

“Well,” John said, “that is 
Jesus, Peter, as sure as the world. 
Nobody but Jesus could do that!” 

“Well,” Peter said, “take this 
business. You can take these fish, 
or turn them loose—do what you 
want to with them. I am sick 
and tired of the whole business. 
I have something to settle with 
Jesus, dnd I can hardly wait until 
I get there.” 

The disciples said, “Wait and 
we will row the boat to the 
shore”—I think they said fhat. 
The Bible didn’t say, but I can 
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imagine that is what they said. 
Peter said, “No, that is too slow 
for me. Give me my coat.” And 
he put on his leather coat and 
jumped into the water and swam 
to the shore. Boats are too slow 
when you have been as far away 
from God as Peter had. 


I was in Gary, Indiana, in the 
Central Baptist Church, in revival 
services, when a backslider came 
almost running down the aisle at 
my right. 

He said, “Five years! Five long 
years! That is a long time for 
a man to be away from home. I 
am coming back tonight.” Then 
he said, “Wait a minute—get my 
wife, Brother. Rice.” So I got 
her, and she went into the inquiry 
room with him. 

So Peter was the same way. 
He said, “I’ve got to get to Jesus 
quick. There is something I’ve 
got to get settled.” 

So he went to the shore, and 
Jesus cooked breakfast. They had 
a nice breakfast — wouldn’t you 
like to eat with Jesus cooking 
breakfast? Wouldn’t that be nice? 

“Come and dine, the Master 
calleth, Come and dine. 

We may feast at Jesus’ table 
all the time. 

He who fed the multitude, 
turned the water into 
wine, 

To the hungry calleth now, 
Come and dine!’ 

So Jesus cooked the fish, and 
they all had breakfast. Then 
Jesus said, “Peter, do you really 
love me better than anybody else? 
You said you did.” 

“Well,” Peter said, “I am not 
bragging any more, Lord, about 
whether I &m better than others; 
but You know I love You. You 
know that, You know all about 
Ag 

‘Jesus said, ‘Feed my sheep 
then.” Then He said again, “Si- 
mon, son of Jonas, lovest thou 
me?” 

“Thou knowest that I love thee.” 

“Then feed my sheep.” 

And again, Jesus said, “Simon, 
son of Jonas, lovest thou me?” 

Peter was grieved because Jesus 
asked him the third time, and he 
said, “Lord, thou. knowest all 
things. You know how I sinned, 
but You know what was in my 
‘heart; too. “You know all about 
it, Lord. You know I love You.” 

Jesus said, “Well, get busy, 
then, Péter. Feed my sheep!” 
And the next thing you hear about 
old Simon Peter, he is up on an 
Ivory Soap box at the corner of 
Main and Commerce streets in 
Jerusalem, preaching like a house 
afire, and there were 3,000 souls 
saved that day! 

Listen, I wonder who is here 
who has fallen into sin. You are 
not like Jacob who just grew cold. 
You are not like Jonah who was 
a deliberate rebel, running away 
to Tarsus. You have just drifted, 
and you fell into sin. Maybe -you 
got drunk, or maybe you lost your 
temper, or maybe you committed 
adultery—I don’t know what it 
was. You tripped and fell into 
sin, and worldliness has come into 
your life. I don’t know what it 
is, but. why don’t you come back 
like Simon Peter did—in this case 
back to the apostleship, back to 
the ministry, back to fellowship. 
Simon Peter came back! 


The Prodigal Son: Back 
: “to God 

Now here is another man who 
came back. And Jesus spake a 
parable saying, “A certain man 
had two sons’ —that guy must 
have been a good man; I don’t 
know how he got two boys other- 
wise. , I ordered a boy, and they 
didn’t have any! But this ¢ellow 
had two boys, “And the younger 
of them said to his father, Father, 
give me the portion of goods that 
falleth to me. And he divided 
unto them his living. 

“And not many days after the 
younger son gathered all together 
and took his journey into @ far 
country, and there wasted his sub- 
stance with riotous living. ~ And 
when he had spent all, there arose 
a mighty famine in that land; and 


he began to be in want. And he 


went and joined himself to a citi- 
zen of that country; and he sent 
him into his fields to feed swine. 
And he would fain have filled his 
belly with the husks that the 
swine did eat; and no man gave 
unto him. 


‘And when he came to himself, 
he said, How many hired servants 
of my father’s have bread enough 
and to spare, and I perish with 
hunger! I will arise and'go to 
my father, and will say unto him, 
Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before thee. And am 
no more worthy to be called thy 
son: make me as one of thy hired 
servants.” | 

He said, “Father, let me sleep 
out in the bunk-house, let me wash 
my face on the back porch, let 
me eat on the kitchen table; I 
don’t care. But let me come home. 
I. am not fit to be your son. I 
have wasted your money, I have 
broken your heart, I have brought 
disgrace on you. I am not fit 
to be your son. But let me go 
home and livé there anyway.” 
And he arose and came to his 
father.! 

You know, I like that guy! He 
played the fool, but boy, when 
he hit bottom he bounced! He 
had sense enough to come to him- 
self. Some of you don’t have that 
much sense! You never did ‘come 
to yourself.’ Many people never 
did stop to consider at all. The 
Lord says in Isaiah 1:18, “Come 
now, and let us reason together, 
saith the Lord: though your sins 
be as scarlet, they shall be as 
white as snow; though they be 
red like crimson, they shall be as 
wool.” You never did come and 
reason with God. You never have 
stopped to see Where you have 
gone. This boy came to his senses. 
He said, “I am going to arise and 
goto my father.” That is a New 
Year’s resolution, isn’t it? That 
is a new start, isn’t it? 

Jacob went back to Bethel. In 
the case of Jonah, you notice, he 
went back to his duty. In the 
case of Peter, he went back to 
God’s ‘work. In the case of the 
prodigal boy, it was back to the 
father. He arose and went back 
to the father’s house. 

I. remember once I started 
preaching on the prodigal son, 
and‘I preached it as‘ if he were 
a backslider. Then I thought, 
“This must picture a lost sinner.” 
So I changed, and the next time 
I preached on it, I preached that 
this was a lost sinner coming 
back to God. Then somebody said 
“Well, look here; it looks to me 
like he was a backslider who was 
saved but drifted from fellowship 
and is now coming back.” And 
I saw the secret after awhile. 
This means anybody who ever 
went away from God! The prodi- 
gal pictures those who are uncon- 
verted lost sinners. It also pic- 
tures wayward Christians. 

I know some of you have been 
saved. You say, “I have been 
converted.” So have I. But @ 
have gone away, sometimes, from 
the Father’s house. Haven’t you? 

And perhaps in this nice crowd 
this New Year’s eve night there 
is someone who has never been 
saved, has never been converted. 
Don’t you want to come tonight 
and® say, “I am going to the 
Heavenly Father and call Him my 
Father. I am going to arise and go 
to God and say, ‘I have sinned.’ ”’ 
It is hard to confess. Those are 
the hardest words in the world to 
say: “I have sinned.” Ah, don’t 
you want to say it today, confess 
you have sinned and come back 
to the Father? 

Wouldn’t it be a fine thing if 
this place which has seen so many 
tears’ of repentance, this place 
which has seen so. many changed 
lives, could tonight, see a dot of 
us prodigals come back from the 
hog-pen, come back from the far 
country, come back from the 
husks, and come back from the 
rags—come back to sonship and 
joy, Come back to the feast the 
Father provides, come back for 
the ring of sonship, come back 
for the robe of righteousness, come 


back for the shoes of the gospel 
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of peace, come back for the kiss 
of forgiveness, and the peace and 
rejoicing? Don’t you want to 
come back to the Father’s house 
tonight ? 

I tell you, if,I were a lost sin- 
ner I would do it tonight. Some- 
times I rather envy a sinner— 
not that I.ever envy a man who 
is unforgiven, but I think, “Oh, 
I would like to do it all over 
again!” In fact, I can come again, 
and again, and again and say, 
“Father, I am so glad, I came 
to tell You I love You and trust 
You.” I‘ come to tell it anew 
tohight. I will say, “The Lord 
Jesus is my Savior, God is my 
Father, and I come back for all 
the refreshing and all the renew- 
ing I need.” 


Back in the years before the 
war, when you could buy a car, 
you got a warranty, a ninety-day 
warranty on the car. That meant 
you not only got the car, but you 
got ninety days’ upkeep. That is 
nothing beside what God gives. 
He gives everlasting upkeep! 
Why, that is in the bargain! “If 
we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins.” 
(I Jno. 1:9.) What do you mean, 
“faithful”? That means He keeps 
His promise. That was in the 
bargain. That is in the guaran- 


tee: everlasting life and all the © 


things that go with it. Jesus 
said, “I am come that ye might 
have life.” That is the point; you 
see; God wants you to have more 
abundant life, too. That is in the 
bargain. So if you have a puny 
kind of Christian life, come and 
get it abundantly. 

So many people have the blood 
that'flowed from the side of the 
Savior, but they don’t have the 
water. Brother Erickson, the 
water is for us too! We.can have 
the: power of the Holy Spirit as 
well as salvation. So many peo- 
ple have the Passover Lamb— 
salvation—and don’t have the un- 
leavened bread — the daily feast- 
ing. That is for us, too. Why 
don’t you come and take that? 
I would come today, and say, “I 
am coming back to the Father’s 
house. I am going to come back 
to my Father... I’ll come again 
and make a new start this New 
Year’s Eve night. In 1945 I will 
try again.” hers 

May I mention two or three 
new starts in my life? First, I 
remember a time.when I was just 
a lad, in West Texas. I had only 
been saved a few years, and I 
was only a boy of fourteen, maybe 
fifteen. I remember I -had grown 
cold. I had no mother. There 
was not much good company for 
a boy in that wild West Texas 
country then. And I lost my joy. 
I don’t know that I had done 
anything very outrageous; I hadn’t 
cursed, I hadn’t gotten. drunk, I 
hadn’t done anything like that. 
But I knew.I wasn’t living close 
to God. I knew I was not happy. 


I went to a meeting in a little 


Presbyterian church. I remember 
there were many people being 
saved, and backsliders coming 


back to God. They sang that 
‘night, 3 

“Pass me not, O gentle Sav- 
ior, 


Hear my humble cry. 
While on other thou are calling, 
Do not pass me by.” 

And I thought, “O God, is every- 
body else going to get a blessing 
but me? Don’t pass me by, 
Lord!” I remember here one girl 


got a blessing, and here a young . 


man gota blessing. I said, “Lord, 
I want the joy, too. I want peace, 
too. Don’t pass. me by!” And 
the Lord came in that night again 
in a fresh way and kissed away 
all my tears. I walked home that 
night across the prairie, and 
looked up at the stars. 
down in Texas, in West Texas, 
they are as bright, and the skies 
are as clear as they are in sunny 
Italy.) As I walked out across 
the prairie and looked at the stars 
that night, God was as close as 
my breathing; and I felt and 
vowed I'd never grieve Him again! 
I thank God I came back and 


(Continued on page eight) 
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(Continued from page three) 
citing me, Paul! What you are 
doing is hurting me! I want you 
to stop it.” 


Let us move next into the realm 
of the divine call, God has a will 
for every life. He has a will for 
the life of every Christian here 
this morning—He has a will for 
the life of the humblest person 
here. Your place is as sacred in 
the plan of God as the place which 
Paul filled. But Paul, was ‘called 
to be an apostle, and he. could 
glory in the fidelity he had-to his 
- calling. We always admire men 
who stick to the job—the shoe- 
maker to his last> the musician 
to the piano, organ, or violin; the 
singer to his practice; the farmer 
to his farming; the man in any 
sphere of life to his own task. 
Paul never wavered. He says in 
the eleventh chapter of II Corin- 
thians, “Are they ministers of 
Christ? (these other men you hear 
so much about.) Are they? Well, 
what about me? I have labored 
more abundantly. I have worked 
harder than anybody.” God Al- 
mighty likes folks who will work. 
I don’t think God ever used lazy 
Ibafers. : 


Paul said, “I labored more 
abundantly. I have more stripes 
on me than any of you have on 
you.” He wasn’t talking about 
the stripes of a lieutenant, a cap- 
tain, a major, a colonel, a general, 
or the other honors that men wear 
on their uniforms in this world. He 
was talking about bloody stripes 
on his back. TI imagine he looked 
over his shoulder and said, “Glory 
to God!” No doubt his face was 
beaten and scarred, for he was 
stoned. + I imagine he- looked into 
the mirror at his face and said 
“Hallelujah!” He said, “I should 
like to: know how. many of» you 
could pull off your shirts and show 
more scars on your back than I 
can show on mine. How many of 
you have been left by the roadside 
for dead? How many of you have 
ever been beaten?. Look at my 
scars.” 


Then he said, “I have been to 
jail more often than any of you.” 
Young people, it is no disgrace to 
go to jail. It is a disgrace to go 
to jail for wrong-doing, but it is a 
disgrace not to go to jail if a jail 
is built across the path of God’s 
purpose for your life. It is no dis- 
grace to sleep in a dungeon. It 
is a sin to sleep in a comfortable 
bed when you would be sleeping 
in a dungeon if you had done 
God’s will. When Paul was going 
to preach in some town, he did not 
ask, “What kind of hotel do they 
have in the town?” He. said, 
“What kind of jail do they have?” 


He said further, “I have suffered 
more than any of you.” I want 
to read to you from the eleventh 
chapter of II Corinthians of Paul's 
suffering, and I want you to listen 
as you have never listened before. 
I read it last night as I sat at the 
end of a weary week and I 
couldn’t keep a sob out of my 
throat. 


“Of the Jews five times received 
I forty stripes save one.” Count 
the number of stripes he had on 
his back, You haven’t a scar on 
your body. You think you have a 
hard time to live right and do the 
will of God. ._I got a letter this 
morning from the Presbyterian 
Mission Board about one of our 
girls who was here a few years 
ago. She and her husband are 
missionaries to Japan and are now 
prisoners of the Japanese. What 
did you ever suffer? If you as a 
Christian ever complained <about 
anything on this earth, you ought 
to be ashamed of yourself. . 

“Thrice was I beaten with rods, 


fered a night and a 
day I have been in the deep.” 
his being out in the 


“In journings often. . .” Travel 


Why Paul Needed a Thorn 


talk about the inconveniences of 
travel under present war condi- 
tions, but we don’t know what it 
means to travel. When I was in 
Palestine I never went down a 
road that I didn’t somehow feel 
I should see Jesus coming around 
the next corner, walking down the 
dusty way. I recember in the old 
days when I traveled more than 
I do now, I often felt that if I 
had to pack another trunk or un- 
pack another satchel I- would 
give up. 

“In perils of water.” Lashed by 
waves, shipwrecked! 

“In perils of robbers.” And what 
robbers they had in that. country! | 

“In perils by mine own country- 
men.” It isn’t bad for Japan 
to hate you and for Germany to 
hate you, but. suppose your own 
townsfolk persecuted you, sneered 
at you as you walked down the 
street, mocked you, spat at you, 
and stoned you? 

“In perils by the heathen.” He 
was persecuted not only at home 
but also away from home, not only 
by his own race but also by the 
Gentiles. 


In perils in the city, in perils 
in the wilderness, in perils in the 
sea, in peri’s among false breth- 
ren.” ‘That is the worst yet. As 
I look back over my minstry that 
covers a period of quite a good 
many years, I can say sincerely 
that that is the worst suffering I 
have had—the suffering that came 
as the result of the betrayal of 
false brethren, those whom lI 
trusted and loved. 


“In wearingness,” Always tired. 
His legs were tired, his back was 
tired, his head was tired, his brain 
was tired. He was weary, weary, 
weary! 

“And painfulness.” Something 
was always hurting him. [I have 
known students to go home from 
Bob Jones College because fheir 
eyes hurt them. Paul was never 
free from pain. One wound didn’t 
get well until he had another one. 
He was never easy. I imagine 
that when he stood on Mars’ Hill 
he was in pain. If some of the 
saints to whom he wrote epistles 
from prisons could have known 
how he felt! He had no vacations, 
no trips except trips of suffering 
and pain and hard work. 

“In watchings often, in hunger.” 
Sometimes he didn’t have enough 
to eat. You complain about food. 
He preached when he was hungry 
and walked when he was hungry. 
He kept working when he was 
hungry. _ 

“And thirst.” Sometimes _ his 
tongue was dry and his lips were 
parched. At times he couldn't 
even get a drink of water.. At 
other times he possibly didn’t stop 


ito drink even though he could get 


water. He was so busy with God's 
business that he probably did not 
take time to quench his thirst. 
“In fastings often, in cold and 
nakedness.” Often! Often! It 
was not that he was just in an 
occasional dungeon where he 


didn’t have enough blankets, but | 


he was often cold. And he didn’t 
have enough clothes. Paul could 
glory in his ability to endure, 
People today have contests of en- 
durance—walking marathons, dan- 
cing marathons, automobile-driv- 
ing marathons, etc.—to see who 
can hold out the longest, Let us 
crown Paul! He ran when he 
was hungry. He ran when he was 
thirsty. He didn’t stop when he 
was sick. 


have to say it. 


or 
an 


with rods, the pain, the weariness, 


jand all the other things I have 


had to endure, I have my daily 
task. What is it, Paul? The care 
of all the churches. It isn’t bad 
to have a headache when you can 
go to bed. It isn’t bad to have 
your back hurt when you can go 
to bed and put something hot 
against it. But Paul couldn’t go 
to bed. He had the burden of the 
churches upon him. There were 
preachers to look after, pastors to 
write. Somebody would say to 
him, “The church at - has 
had a split.” Paul would say, “I 
shall have to write-them.” “Do 
you feel ali right, Paul?” “No, 
but I must write them.” Oh, the 
trouble the saints caused him! 


: 


Some of them will spend eternity ' 


apologizing to him. Somebody 
would say, “So and So is dead.” | 
Paul would say, “Let’s have a 
prayer meeting and pray for all 
those folks down there.” Paul in 
a letter to. the Christians at Rome 
said, “J make mention of yau al- 
ways in my prayers.” “How Could 
you mix prayer with all the other 
things you had to do day and 
night Paul?” 

And he entered into the fellow- 
ship of the people’s troubles. 
When a tear ran down somebody's 
cheek, Paul’s spiritual imagina- 
tion was so great that he could 
almost feel a tear on his own face. 
When the clods fell on the coffin 
of the dead, the ear of his soul 
could hear the clods falling.. He 
had no child, but if another man’s 
child died, he felt as if he had 
lost a child. No man was ever 
a great spiritual leader who could 
not enter into the fellowship of 
the suffering of other people. 


One day Jesus was going down 
a street. He looked around and 
said, “Who. touched Me?” One of 
His disciples said, “There -is a 
great crowd here and yet You 
wonder who touched You? Every- 
body is thronging around You.” 
“But,” Jesus said, “I felt virtue 
go out of Me.” 

I can testify personally that 
during the more than forty years I 
have preached it hasn’t been the 
hard work of making sermons, it 
has been the responsibility and the 
emotional strain of entering into 
human suffering and sorrow that 
has often shattered my nerves and 
made my head ache. 

Paul had the last word in re- 
sponsibility. The man who has the 
last word to say is the man who 
has the burden. Here at Bob 
Jones College we train our execu- 
tives, and they are reliable and 
dependable. They have good judg- 
ment. But there is not a man in 
the organization who has to say 
the last word if he doesn’t want 
to. If I am in New York or any 
other city and Bob, Jr., the acting 
president, is here, he doesn’t have 
to say the last word if he doesn’t 
want to. He can call up Dad. He 
does not do it often. He is will- 
ing to take the responsibility, and 
he knows what to say under all. 
circumstances; but he’ does not 
Some day the re- 
sponsibility of having to say the 
last word will fall on him. Then 


his real burden will begin. It is{ 


the man with the last word, if he 
has a heart, who is never free. 


Paul was an apostle, called of God, | 


separated to a certain task. Tim- 
othy would say, “I will write 
Paul.” Silas would say, ‘Ask 
Paul,” 
He never shirked. 
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And he always answered. 


Israel the custodian of some 
truths in the old dispensation. He 
imparted to Paul, the missionary 
to the Gentiles, something that 
up to that time no one had known. 

That is not all. One day God 
said, “I am going to ask Paul to 


come up to heaven and visit with | 


us awhile.” Paul went up to 
heaven. He didn’t know whether 
he was in the body or out of the 
body. As I read again last night 


about Paul in heaven it occurred 


to me that he must have hated 
mighty bad to leave. Think of 
what he was coming back to! 
Stripes, lashes, hunger, thirst, 
pain, weariness, persecution, suf- 


fering! _Paul, I don’t see how you; 


could leave heaven without weep- 
ing since you knew what you were 
coming back to earth to suffer. I 
suppose Jesus said, “Well, Paul, go 
on back. I will send for you again 
before long. I will have every- 
thing fixed up for you when you 
eome back next time and you 
won't have to go back to your 
suffering any more.” 

God let John on the isle of 
Patmos look through a telescope 
into heaven. He saw streets of 
gold, gates of pearl, and walls of 
jasper; he saw crystal fountains, 
the tree of life, and all the glory 
of heaven. But he just got to look 
in. Paul went up to heaven for 
a visit; and he was invited, too. 
Don’t you think Paul had much 
about which to glory? 

PAUL NEEDED A THORN IN 

THE FLESH; SO DO WE 

Now, I have come to the text. 
It is the shortest part of the mes- 
sage. Paul, a man who had every- 
thing about which to glory, said, 
“Lest any man should think of me 
above that which he seeth me to 
be, or that he heareth of me, and 
lest I should be exalted above 
measure through the abundance of 
and revelations, there was given to 
.me a thorn in the flesh, the S- 
senger of Satan to buffet me, lest 
I should be exalted above mea- 
sure.” Paul says, “I want you.to 
know something. I have a weak- 
ness. I am S86 ashamed of it I 


just can’t get stuck up. I havei 


a thorn in the flesh.” “What is it, 
Paul?” “I am not: going to tell 
you, for if you knew and you 
didn’t have the same kind of 
thorn, what I am saying might 
not do you any good,” 

When I mention Paul’s thorn in 
the flesh, everyone in this house 
this, morning who has good spir- 
itual sense thinks of his own 
thorn. I am glad Paul didn’t tell 
us what it was. It may have come 
down in his blood stream. It may 


have been a hideous face that had. 


been beaten, It has - something 
that always pulled him back to 
the ground of humility, something 
that always said, “I wouldn’t strut 
if I were you.” | 

Some of us have thorns in our 
flesh. Some of us have more than 
one. Thorns are about all some 
of us do have. Some of us don’t 
have many flowers. The roses of 
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our lives have about. been de- 
stroyed by our thorns. All who 
have touched some of us have 
been pricked by the thorn of evil 
influence, the thorn of a stubborn, 
spiteful spirit, or the thorn of 
pride, 

Paul said the thorn wa3 sent by 
Satan to buffet him. A ship starts 
from America to England and the 
buffeting winds try to stop or hin- 
der the ship. The captain says, 
“Winds, stop!” The old engine 
says, “Drive through it.” Paul 
said, “Jesus, take the thorn away. 
It is pestering me. It is trying 
to thwart Your purpose,” Jesus 
said, “No, I won't do that. Drive 
through it. I will put enough - 
grace in the engine of your soul to 
keep the wheels turning. You 
keep the machinery well greased. 
Don’t let the engine get rusty. 
Keep on praying; keep on trust- 
ing; keep on running. I will pour 
in enough grace to turn the 
wheels,” : 

You would‘ like to get rid of 
your thorn, wouldn’t you? Maybe 
it is a thorn you could get rid of. 
Don’t keep.a thorn just to keep it. 
If you can get rid of it, do rt 
Don’t keep a weakness you don’ 
have to have; or when you pull 
out all you can pull out, you are 
going to have enough left to pes- 
ter you. 

Paul says, “I asked the Lord 
three times to take it away, but 
He wouldn’t do anything about it, 
He said, ‘My grace is_sufficient for 
you. My strength is made perfect 
in your weakness.’” Paul said, 
“Most gladly therefore will I glory 
in mine infirmity that the power 
of Christ may rest upon me. 

I would rather have the thorn and - 
have an extra supply of grace. 
Therefore, I will take pleasure in 
it. I wanted to get rid of it but 
couldn’t. So now I shall just get 
enough grace and say, “Thank God, 
I can keep it and still do what 
You want me to do,’” 

“One ship drives east and another 
drives west, 
With the selfsame winds that 

blow,  - Ta eee 
’'Tis the set of the sails 
And not the gales“ 

That tells them the way to go.” 


Are the winds buffeting you? 
Are you afraid you ‘will be de- 
feated? You don’t have to be de- 
feated. Set the sail.of your life 
to the winds of God’s grace and 
you can go to whatever port God 
has ordered you to go.. 

Prayer: “Our Heavenly Father, 
Thou has been speaking to hearts 
(Continued on page eight) 
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TWELVE TREMENDOUS THEMES 


A dozen great doctrinal questions discussed with such 
biblical scholarship, such evangelical fervor, such read- 
able style as to make this book a permanent blessing, a 
necessity in the library of preachers and students. Such 
great questions as the inspiration and scientific accuracy 
of the scriptures, Hell, Sunday or Sabbath, the ultra- 
dispensational heresy, the literal earthly reign. of Christ 
and His imminent coming, are here cleared up. A treas- 

“ ure chest of orthodox Bible teaching. Introduction by 
arias S Dr. Robert G- Lee. 177 pages, beautiful cloth and jacket. 
wb te Yous ad Baad? : Regularly a real value at $1.00. 

| January sale price only 
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WHEN SKELETONS COME OUT 
OF THEIR CLOSETS 


A murderer languished in jail and learned to read. 
His wife brought a book to pass the time, this book of 
evangelistic sermons by Evangelist Rice. He tied a 
sheet over the peep hole, spelled out these messages, 
repented, trusted Christ, and wrote to say he was saved. 
The Sunday School Times says, “Not only splendid grist 


for the revivalist, but one of the best books to give or 
lend, wrapped in prayer, to the unbelieving reader.” 
Used all over America in great revival campaigns, these 
sermons have won thousands of souls. 191 pages, regu- 
larly only $1.00; now, during January only, 

you may have them for only: 


ai 


“AND GOD REMEMBERED...” 


Retiring, a Nebraska man reached to his bedside 
table for a book, read a sermon, “The Exceeding 


roof. Within a week he was appointed to a state 
job, his income doubled, and has been telling how God 
is able to answer prayer. The book he read was “And 
God Remembered .. .” All six of these devotional, 
Bible teaching sermons are rich and unusual, have 
changed many lives. 45,000 published! Each sermon 
illustrated. Cloth. Beautiful jacket, purple on orchid 
picture, Ideal gift. 123 pages, regularly 75c. As many 
as. you can use, January only, 

sale price just 


BOBBED HAIR, BOSSY WIVES, AND WOMEN PREACHERS 


A rapid seller; 23,000 copies published. Settles by the plain Word of God these 
three event controversies: 1. Is it a sin for a woman to have bobbed hair? 2. Should 
wives be equal partners with their husbands or be ruled by their’ husbands? 
3. Doest God call women to preach as pastors or evangelists? This book approved 
by Bible teachers of leading fundamental seminaries as Northern Baptist, North- 
western, Grace Seminary, etc. No sarcasm, just simple, loving, honest Bible teach- 
ing. Illustrated by pictures of author’s wife and six daughters, Beautiful orange 
cloth binding; six chapters. Regular price, 75c. During January 


only, sent postpaid 


™ 


Abundantly Able God.” Challenged, he asked God for > 


20% (or more) OLf on all 
books by Dr. John R. Rice 


17 Booklets on Important Subjects 
1° each——] 7 for 5] 


Here are a remarkable series of Christian pamphlets, all by Evangelist 
John R. Rice, D.D. They. are direct, convincing, encouraging, inspiring 
Bible teaching. Several are evangelistic sermons, all have been widely 
used. The covers are drawn by a distinguished Christian artist at t 
time and expénse. They are printed usually on colored paper, in colored 


inks, they run from 25 to 40 pages, usually size 554x8 inches. 


During this sale we have reduced the prices to the remarkably low 
figure of only 7c each! In many places such pamphlets would sell for 
15c to 25¢ per copy. All seventeen copies may be had for $1.00, or 
any seventeen assorted at the saine price. Look them over, save money, 
stock up now to meet all these problems and help your friends, 


CAN A SAVED PERSON EVER BE LOST? Dis- 
cusses many Scriptures sometimes thought to teach 
a saved person can be lost; gives positive Bible teach- 
ing showing a child of God now has everlasting life’ 
and shall not come into the judgment as far as his 
soul's salvation is concerned. Has settled this question 
for multitudes. 


VERBAL INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE. Proof 
from the Bible itself that the original manuscripts 
were given word by word from God. Also includes 
Scientific Accuracy of the Bible. Proves Bible in- 
fallibly correct. 28 pages. 


THE BACKSLIDER. (1) What is a backslider? 
(2) Why people backslide, the old Adamic nature. 
(3) The sorrows of backsliding. (4) Backsliders, 
Saved or Lost? (5) How to get back to full fellow- 
ship with God. : 


THE UNEQUAL YOKE. What the Bible says 
about Christians being unequally yoked together with 
unbelievers in marriage, in lodges, in churches. 


PETTING AND THE SCARLET SIN. Discusses caresses in Bible; petting 
for mates only; arouses lust, leads to adultery; fearful results of petting; rules 
for young people; warning for the engaged. Chaste, Scriptural, nothing else like it. 


REBELLIOUS WIVES AND- SLACKER HUSBANDS, or What Is Wrong 
With the Modern Home? God’s way for happiness and blessing in the home. 


CHRIST’S LITERAL REIGN ON EARTH From David's Throne at Jerusalem. 
A clear, concise introduction to the study of prophecy. Many Scriptures. 


SUNDAY OR SABBATH. Bible proof. Saturday Sabbath given to Jews only, 
at Mt. Sinai, a special sign to Jews; N. T. warns Christians not to observe; Spiritual 
meaning. Heresies of Seventh Day Adventists. 


TOBACCO—Is Its Use a Sin? Cigarette Facts. How to Quit. Convincing 
Scriptures, scientific evidence, wise counsel. Will lead thousands to quit. 24 pages, 
4x6 in. 


HELL—WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT IT. 40 
large pages, 6 chapters. Stirs revival fires, wins sinners, 
gives a passion for souls. 


ALL HAVE SINNED* God says no difference between 
moral man and drunkard, virtuous wife and harlot, good 
citizen and criminal, believer and infidel in the fact that all 
have sinned. Teaches, answers false doctrine, convicts and 
converts. 


RELIGIOUS BUT LOST. Shocking proof from the Word 
of God that millions who expect to go to Heaven, including 
most church members, lodge members, moral, religious 
people, and even some preachers are going to Hell. 


NEGLECT—THE SHORTEST WAY TO HELL. A fer- 
vent sermon to the unconverted. The pictured cover should 
arouse and alarm the sinner. The Scriptures are powerfully 
used, the illustrations never to be forgotten. bet it for 
unsaved friends. 


A GOOD MAN LOST AND A BAD MAN SAVED. Shows how many, many 
moral upright people go to Hell depending on good deeds. Makes clear that the 


vilest sinner may be saved by faith in Christ. Attractive, powerful evangelistic 
messages. \ : Mn 


TRAILED BY A WILD BEAST or Be Sure Yout Sin Will Find You Out. One 
of the most beautiful in the series. Brown ink, an’ unforgettable sermon to sinners. 
The same pamphlet also has a tender sermon on “Come Unto Me.” 


THE LAST JUDGMENT OF THE UNSAVED DEAD. An exposition of the 
twentieth chapter of Revelation. It shows what will happen when God’s record 
books are open and every sinner has to bow the knee to Christ. Fervent, Scrip- 
tural, used of God all over America in big campaigns. Helpful to saint and sinner. 


HEALING IN ANSWER TO PRAYER. 28 pages on divine healing. Shows 
that sickness is a proper subject of prayer, that prayer for the sick is proper during 
this age, that “The prayer of faith shall save the sick”; discusses healing fn the 
atonement, shows it is not always God’s will to heal, but that it usually does. Proves 
Christians should sometimes use doctors and medicine, tells how sin hinders healing. 
Gives personal testimony. A beautiful pamphlet. 


Remember! These Prices Good in January Only! 
Save Money, Order Today from 


SWORD of the LORD PUBLISHERS 


145 North Hale St. Wheaton, Illinois 
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made a new start that night, in 
that little Presbyterian church. 


Well, I remember another new 
start I made. I had finished a 
kind of a country high school we 
had there, and I had taken exam- 
inations and teachers’ certificate 
work, etc., then taught a country 
school four months. I knew I 
ought to go on to college. I 
_ didn’t have any money; my dad 
was poor. I had $9.35, and yet 
God kept telling me I had to go 
to college. I went out one winter 
day, one January day — January 
13, 1916, it was. I went out by 
the wood-pile, through the pea 
patch, through the fence, down in 
the “brakes,” as we called the 
ravines in that country where 
there is no grass, and under a 
chaparral bush I knelt in a place 
where I had knelt many a time 
before, knelt there to pray. I 
said, “Lord, You can have what- 
ever money I ever have—a tithe 
or more of it, You can have it. 
‘If You want me to preach, I will 
preach. If You want me to be 
a singer, I will sing. I will go 
where You want me to go, and 
de what You want me to do; but 
Lord, I feel I have got to go to 
school. I am going to risk You 
to go with me.” 


I came back to the house, 
packed my clothes in a little bit 
of a wooden trunk my. mother 
left when she died, and told Dad, 
“Dad, when I get there I will 
write you a card, and you can 
send the trunk’”-—a little trunk of 
things. Then I went and saddled 
my sorrel horse and rode away 
through the rain to Decatur Col- 
lege. That was another start, a 
new start. 


I was in the University of Chi- 
cago in 1921, doing graduate work. 
[I went down at the_Pacific Gar- 
den Mission, to help win souls. 
I remember one night I put~my 
arm around an old drunken bum, 
and won him to Christ. In my 
heart I said, “Lord, I would rather 
do this than be a college teacher” 
—I had been teaching in a Jun- 
ior College and had a contract 
in a senior. college the next year 
—T would rather do By” 1 
said. And the Lord said, “Why 
don’t you do it?” I said, “All 
right, Lord, I will, if you will give 
me souls,” 

I gave up my course in the uni- 
versity, gave up the contract to 
teach in college the“next year. I 
went back to Texas and started 
leading the singing in country 
meetings, then entered the Sem- 
inary and started out to be a 
preacher. That was a new start. 

There was another. I. remem- 
ber some years later, in 1926, I 
was pastor of the First Baptist 
Church at Shamrock, Texas. God 
blessed us wonderfully. The church 
had 202 members when I went 
there. In two years’ time it had 
grown to 460 members. God had 
wonderfully blessed. We had built 
a lovely brick church house. The 
peopie had built us a pastor’s 
home just like we like it, and now 
ave were all happy. But God was 
calling me into evangelistic work. 
So I left my pastorate, my. regular 
salary. I dropped $10,000 personal 
life insurance that I got in the 
Army. I gave all that up and 
started out to be an evangelist. I 
remember what a sweet time of 
testing it was. . My wife and I 
said, “Lord, we will go. We will 
trust you alone.” We haven’t had 
a regular salary from that day to 
this—we haven’t needed it. We 
have a regular God, you know. It 
is from hand to mouth—from 
~God’s hand to our mouths. And 
that is all right. That was a new 
start. . | 

Again God laid his hand on me 
when I was in’Pallas, Texas, a few 
years ago. Gold blessed us in a 
great ministry;. there had been 
7,000 or 8,000 conversions, I esti- 
mate, in seven and a half years 
there. God greatly blessed. We 
had built a big brick tabernacle; 
and oh, how many were blessed. 


gay, “That is my case. 


BACK! 


But God kept calling me out in 
the wider field of nation-wide 
evangelism. I was in _ revival 
services in Saint Paul, with the 
Temple Baptist Church. One night 
in my room in the Y.M.C.A., at 
2:00 in the morning, I sat there 
away into the night and prayed 
and wept and talked to the Lord. 
I said, “If I am going to be an 
evangelist, I must havé a new 
anointing”, and I waited until I 
was certain in my heart that the 
breath of God was on me. I said, 
“I will go.” That was a new 
Start. 


I wender how many tonight say, 
“IT want to make a new start for 
God.” All right, let’s see. First 
of all, how many of you here will 
say, “My case is like the case of 
Jacob. I need to go back to 
Bethel.” Maybe you haven't been 
in any outrageous sin. Maybe you 
have just been buffeted by the 
world, you have been troubled, you 
have been busy, your feet have 
gotten dusty in this old dirty 
world we walk in, and you need 
to go back to Bethel and have 
again the breath of God on you. 
Is that your case? How many 
of you say, “That is my Case, 
Brother Rice, I have just grown 
cold, and lost some of my joy. The 
freshness of it is not with me and 
it is not as sweet as it once was. 
I need to go back to Bethel and 
meet God again and have Him 
talk to me again and have the 
sweetness and the freshness and 
the joy again that I once had.” 
How many of you say, “I want 
that, this New Year’s Eve night.” 
Let’s see your hands. Do you want 
that? Hold your hands up high. 
How many of you feel the need 
for that? All right, God bless 
you. 


I wonder how many of you are 

like Jonah. You say, “God called 
me, and I said, ‘No!’ He said, 
‘Do -this’, and I said, ‘I’ll not. do 
it.’” How many here have been 
in some rebellion against the will 
of God like Jonah? You have 
fought God, you have evaded the 
will of God, and you are out of 
the will of God. Are there some 
here like that? 
Let’s bow our heads; every head 
bowed, please. How many will 
IT am in 
rebellion against the will of God. 
I am saved, I have been converted, 
but I haven’t done what God said! 
I am in rebellion and disobedience 
tonight, like Jonah was when he 
ran away from God.” You say, 
“T have been rebellious like Jonah, 
and I confess it. I want to make 
a new start and say yes to God’s 
plans.” Lift your hand, now. Lift 
your hand to say, “I have been 
out of the will of God.” I am not 
saying you are lost. But I mean 
some way you have rebelled 
against God, disobeyed God, and 
you feel it tonight. Let’s see your 
hand. (Some hands are raised). 

Now how many say—and this 
will include more of us—“Brother 
Rice, my case is like Peter’s, 
Satan tripped me up. I never 
meant to fall into sin.” I don’t 
know what it was—some evil 
habit, or some fit of temper, or 
you drifted into going to the 
shows; you drifted into bad com- 
pany, like Peter did. Do you say, 
“Some way Satan just tripped me 
up. I didn’t mean to, but I lost 
my Joy, and my ease was like 
his.” Not in the same kind of 
‘sin, perhaps, or maybe it was; but 
you have fallen into sin by some 
subtle temptation of Satan. You 
didn’t mean to. You are sorry for 
it, and you want to confess it to 
God tonight and put it under the 
blood. How many are like that? 
Will you hold your hand just a 
moment, with your heads bowed? 
I am talking to Christians, saved 
people. This is the New Year 
time, the time to make a new 
start. How many like that want 


will you? lift their 
hands.) 


Now how many will say, “Rroth- 


(Qthers 


to confess it? Lift your hand, |. 


“T should like to express again 
my appreciation of your splendid 
paper ‘The Sword of the Lord.’ I 
rejoice in the wide circulation it 
is evidently having. Also I want 
to tell you what a blessing your 
book on prayer has been to my 
own soul. I am constantly recom- 
mending it to others.” 
R. L. D.—, 
Kansas City, Mo. 

“The articles in the Sword of 
the Lord are so good I read every 
word. I have taken other weekly 
papers, but only read a little of 
them; for the most part, were not 
worth reading. There is so much 
these days that is fundamentally 
unsound and I will not read mod- 
ernistic teaching.” 
MRS. RAY VAN SANT, 

Doylestown, Pa. ° 


“Dear Rev. Rice: 
“Congratulations on that fine 
message on ‘Is Jesus God?’ More 
power to you! I pray continually 
for men like you, unafraid, de- 
voted to God’s cause and work. 
I, too, am entering the evangel- 
istic field the first of October of 
this year, and certainly intend to 
preach Christ’s Gospel, with all 
my heart and strength. 
“Please note change of address, 
I don’t want to miss an issue of 
the good old Sword of the Lord, 
it means so much to me. I doubt 
if any reader of it is getting any 
DEEPER BENEFIT from it than 
I am. I praise both you, and 
Jesus for such dynamic food for 
these trying days. God bless you, 
and add daily to your harvest of 
souls for Him.” 
REV. W. BRYAN GREEN, 
West Elkton, Ohio. 


“T enjoy reading the Sword, and 
pass each copy around, and it’s a 
well-worn paper when we are 
through reading it.” 
MR. BILL ABBOTT, 
S.M. School, Sec. 118, 
US.N.T.C., 
Farragut, Idaho. 


‘Dear Rev. Rice and Staff, 


“Am sending you a dollar for 
the ‘Sword of the Lord’ for one 


subscribed for the biggest little 
paper I’ve ever read. I was saved 
before I read it but only for a 
short time and I have been so 
ignorant on spiritual.things it was 
pitiful. I made up my own ideas 
on dhis and that, but can say your 
paper and books, besides other 
good preachers, have finally set 
me straight. I see myself as I 
am, a black sinner with a dear, 
sweet Jesus as my Savior. I tell 
you it’s wonderful, but I guess 
you already know that... .” 
7 Your friends, 
MR. and MRS. C.: HAGE, 
Kulm, N. D. 


“IT certainly appreciate your 
calling my attention to the real 


the hog pen. I am not even saved. 
I am not converted, I am lost. I 
want you to pray for me. I want 
to be saved.” Will you say; “Pray 
for me?” Lift your hand just a 
minute, if you. will say, “I am not 
a Christian’. Lift your hand here, 
just a moment, if you are not 
saved and you want to be. Is 
there anybody? 
(Sings) , 
”O that I never had gone astray! 
Life was all radiant with hope 
one day, 
Now all its treasures I’ve thrown 
away, 
Yet I'll arise and go; 
Something is saying ‘God loves 
you still, 
Tho’. you have treated His love 
so ill,’. 
I must not wait for. the night 
grows chill, 
I will arise an go, 
Chorus— 
“Back to my Father and home, 
Back to my Father and home, 
I will arise and go Se 
Back to my Father and home.” 
I wonder if anybody wants to 


come to the Saviour to night? I 
wonder if there is anybody who is 


er Rice, I am the prodical son in 


back to the Lord? 


Ma 


year. This is the first time I have | 


a backslider and wants to come /| 


With the 


Evangelists 


(Continued from page one) 
our. There were many who came 
forward to reconsecrate their 
lives to the Lord and one young 
married man said that he felt 
called to preach the Gospel. 
Twenty-four united with the 
church. The second meeting was 
held in the Town Hall at Bath, 
Illinois, where. twenty-eight pro- 
fessed faith in Jesus Christ 4s 
Saviour. 


Evangelist F. A. Wirth has just 


jentered the field as a full-time 


evangelist and the Lord is richly 
blessing his ministry. Pray for this 
faithful servant of the Lord! 


Revival News from England 


We have just received a letter 
from Rev. Ralph W. A. Mitchell, 
‘pastor of the Gateshead Baptist 
Church, Newcastle-on-Tine, Eng- 
land, in which he tells of the bles- 
sings of the Lord over there. Here 
is a paragraph from his letter: 


“You will be interested to have 
some details of the campaign 
which was concluded in this city 
two or three weeks ago. The Lord 
abundantly blessed from the very 
beginning, the average attendance 
during the sixteen nights being 
1,750 people with .530 souls trust- 
ing the Lord Jesus Christ as their 
own personal Saviour. Such bles- 
Sing was experienced as has not 
been seen in this city for many 
years, and indeed, some of the 
“Old Worthies” testify that the 
like of it has not been since the 
days of Moody and Sanky here in 
Newcastle. We do praise God, and 
are determined that the work thus 
begun shall be continued, and even 
See it developed. In consequence, a 
Tyneside Evangelistic Council has 


pointed secretary. Although this 


been formed, and I have been ap-. 


will mean a good deal of work in 
addition to my own pastorial acti- 
vities, I am ready to do all that 
I can, realizing that there is no 
greater or more vital thing that 
could be done at the present time.” 


With the Associate Editor in East 
Chicago, Indiana 
At the close of the first week 


of the revival in the Central Bap- 
tist church of East Chicago, Indi- 
ana, Rev. Hendon Harris, pastor, 
we have much cause to praise the 
Lord. Beginning New Year’s eve- 
ning in the heart of the holidays 
with. heavy snows and zero weath- 
er. throughout the entire week, 
God was blessed in a gracious 
way. The attendance has increased 
each night until the church was 
filled last night (Sunday). About 
forty backsliders were reclaimed, 
many Christians rededicated their 
lives to the Lord for soul winning 
and there have been a total of 
twenty-one conversions and addi- 
tions to the church.: Last night as 
I spoke to one unsaved woman, 
formerly a Catholic, who had been 
attending the services, she broke 
down and wept, “I can't resist 
Him any longer.” She was glori- 
ously saved. We are expecting 
great things from God in the clos- 
ing week of the campaign. 


LENDING LIBRARY 


Read books which glorify our Lord 
Jesus. Fiction, Non-Fiction, Mission- 
ary and Children’s books are loaned 


for four weeks. Send 10c to cover the 
cost of wrapping and mailing. Book 
list sent to all who request .them. 

CHRISTIAN READER’S LIBRARY 
Onda Harris, Lib., Veedersburg, Ind. 


“Doing Service as Unto the 


IS THE PRAYERFUL AIM OF 


H. S$. DUNLAP SONS 
Realtors—“The Busy Office” 


May we manage, sell, insure, appraise 
your real estate? 
5554 Market St., Philadelphia 39, Pa. 


Rd 


© “A.B.C.” — Illustrated 


America’s Best Sellers in Bible Story Books 
By Elsie E. Egermier — 


® “Life of Christ” — Illustrated 


$1.50 
$2.25 


For Young and Old 


® “Egermier Bible Story Book” — Illustrated — 


$3.00-$5.00 


835 PARK ROW, LOS 
for Free Literature. 


Many Bibles Still Available. Write to: 
Immanuel Book and Bible Service 


Our profits, ov 
used tn Jetich Rvangelism. 


ANGELES 12, CALIF. 
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deep, and abiding value of ‘The 
Sword of the Lord.’ .I am pastor 
of a small full-time’ Baptist 
church. We need all the help and 
inspiration we can get these days. 
With every good wish for you and 
‘The Sword of the Lord’ I am 

your Brother in Christ Jesus.” 
C. D. FANT, | 

Grange Hall Baptist Church, 

Marshall, Texas. 


“The Sword of the Lord is to 
me just like an extra Sunday 
filled with blessings from begin- 
ning to end. I read it through 
and show it to others to prove its 
value. I am renewing my sub- 
scription and got one new and 
may have two more next week.” 
G— A—, 
Benton Harbor, Mich. 


“T will send this 
never have another. I never had 
anything I enjoyed like that little 
paper. It has been a feast to my 
soul.” 

: MRS. DORA REEDY, 

~ McComb, Miss. 

“Enclosing $1.00 for The Sword 
of the Lord. This is the best 
Christian paper I ever read, and 
I can truly say that I have grown 
in the Lord and have been greatly 
blessed by it.” i 

MRS. HARRY VER STEEGH, 

Grinnell, Iowa. 


dollar if I 


WHERE WILL YOU 

SPEND ETERNITY? 
Notice to Soul Winners: I will send 
you FREE as many of the above 
named two-page, to-the-point gospel 
q tract as you can ey use, I 
want the cooperation Christians in- 
terested in reaching the lost with th: 


gospel. 
M. H. DUNC 
Route 5, Lubbock, T 


Why Paul Needed 
a Thorn 


(Continued from page six) 


here at Bob Jones College this 
past week, but there are still some 


of us who haven’t gone far enough. 
There are still some of us who 
are trying to cover up the thorn 
we have. Some of us have tried 
to deny weaknesses that we have, 
Some of us have tried to deny 
weaknesses that we have, and 
there is no victory for us that 
way. We pray that this week 
which we are entering into may 
be the greatest week in the his- 
tory of this institution. We pray 
that every Christian in this school 
may so set the sails of his life 
that even the winds that would 
buffet will drive him to the port 
of Thy purpose. Have Thy way 
with us, Lord. Let every one of 
us say in his heart—not in his 
head but in his heart—‘Here I 
am, God. Just take me over com- 
pletely, unconditionally, unreserv- 
edly, absolutely, and _ forever.’ 
Have Thy way! We are ashamed 
\of ourselves. Some here have 
complained about the little sacri- 
fice they make for training. And 
yet Paul went through courts and 
prisons, traveling with bloody feet 
and bloody back, with-weary head 
and weary nerves until one day he 
reached the end and said, ‘It is 
finished. The task is done.’ Help 
us to so walk with Thee that when 
we reach the end we can look up 


fought a good fight. I have kept 
the faith.” Help us to be true! 
We pray in the name of the Lord 


Jesus Christ. Amen.” 


into Thy face and say, ‘I have 


